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Vol. 2. 
TO THE UNITED BRANCHES OF OPERATIVE POTTERS. 

Frrenps, Brotners, AND FrtLow-WorkKMEN,— 
]t is not my intention in the present epistle, to do more 
than to call your attention to the proceedings of your 
Central Committee, with the hope that you will use all 
your exertions to assist them in their laudable endeavours 
to forward the interest of the working classes throughout 
the whole of these districts. 

It is the desire of the Committee that each branch 
procure, as speedily as possible, correct lists of the pre- 
sent prices paid by manufacturers in the neighbuurhood, 
to those under their employ, and that the same be pro- 
perly investigated and arranged, with the name of each 
manufacturer, or the names of each firm, affixed to his, 
or their, respective list. When this business has been 
properly and efficiently done, it is the desire of the Cen- 
tral Committee that you forward the same to them, for 
tle purpose of directing them in their future operations. 
Itisalso desired that the names of those manufacturers, who 
are now practising the Allowance System, be forwarded to 
them, with the names and number of individuals “ al- 
lowing,” together with the length of time they have thus 
“allowed.” This request is made from a conviction on 
the minds of the Central Committee, and from the opi- 
nion of an eminent barrister, that the System of Allow- 
auce is a direct robbery on the wages of working potters, 
and ought to be subjected to a heavy penal punishment. 
You will, therefore, be pleased to forward to your Cum- 
mittee all the data you possibly can on this highly im- 
portant subject, as, in all probability, your Committee 
will be called upon, by several working men, who have 
been subjected to this allowance robbery, to assist them 
in the endeavours which they intend to make, to pro- 
cure the refunding of all monies exacted from them under 
that odious and illegal system. . 


Saturpay, June 29TH, 1844. 











Price One Penny. 


It is likewise desired, that an accurate statement of 
the exact number of apprentices in each branch, be also 
procured, and the same be compared with the number of 
journeymen in each manutactory, and lists drawn up ac- 
cordingly. 

The objects of the Central Committee in pursuing this 
course are, 

First, to equalize, if possible, the price of labour 
throughout the districts of the Staffordshire Potteries ; 
that is, to raise the lowest to the highest standard now 
paid in the neighbourhood. From the present state of 
competitive society, it is a matter of injustice to compel 
one manufacturer to give a good price for labour, it 
others around him be allowed to give five, ten, or twenty 
per cent. less than he pays to his work-people. This, then, 
should be a matter of serious consideration amongst the 
potters ; namely, AN EQUALIZATION OF THE Puice oF 
Lasour, by raising the lowest to the highest standard, now 
in existence, in the neighbourhood / 

Second, to have justice done to those individuals who 
have been systematically robbed under what is termed 
“The Allowance System.” It is also a matter of injus- 
tice to those mannfacturers, whose honourable feeling and 
whose correct sense of justice would make them scorn 
the plundering mea:uness of the Allowance System, to 
allow others around them to pursue, with impunity, their 
nefaridis practises on the hard-earned wages of the poor. 
If there be law in the land by which robbery can be pun- 
ished, let that law be appealed to, and let Aonest manu- 
facturers have a fair chance of competing with these 
Shylocks of Labour. 

Third, to regulate, if possible, the system of appren- 
ticeship, so as to palliate the growing evil of surplus 
labour. It is a matter of regret, that no step has yet 
been taken to avoid the influx of agricultural labourers, 
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and the children of the same, into the potting business 
of this empire. If there be any claim to priority of 
employment in the manufacture of porcelain and earthen- 
ware, the children of those who have duly served their 
apprenticeship to the same ought to have that claim. But 
more of this hereafter, when the Emigration Society has 
been brought into practical operation, AND WHEN POWER 
SHALL HAVE BEEN PLACED IN THE HANDS OF THE 
Unron ! 

l’or the present, every exertion must be made to for- 
ward to the Central Committee the information they 
desire, leaving the rest to honest men and a good cause ! 

MENTOR. 


— - 


TO DANIEL ALCOCK. 
Burslem, Jume 17th, 1844. 

ResrecreED Frienp,—I received yours of the 13th May, but 

have been delayed returning an answer sooner, as I was wishful 

to do so through the medium of the Examiner, believing the 

subject you call my attention to, and on behalf of which you are 


desirous of engaging my help, to be one worthy the attention of | 


every true Christian, and deserving of more general publicity than 
what private correspondence can possibly give to a matter of such 
importance. With this apology, I hope you will both excuse the 
delay and the liberty taken in returning my answer through this 
source, 

I was very much pleased to find that you were so far disposed 
to interest yourself in the welfare of your fellow-men, Our aim 
should always be to do good to others, as well as to get good our- 
selves; and, perhaps, there is no way or plan better adapted to 
this end, than that of Christian Associations. Many plans and 
systems have been propounded by men of almost every shade of 


character and degree of intellect, professedly for the mitigation of } 


human woe, and the raising of the suffering poor to the enjoyment 


of a greater amount of social and natural blessings. Some of 


which have worked well for a time, and much good has resulted } 


from them. Still they have declined, and ultimately failed altoge- 
ther. -Others have laid down plans, and proposed systems, or in- 
stitutions, only in theory, without ever reducing them to practice. 
Much excitement, and in some cases large amounts of money, have 


been raised, amd then all passed away like a morning cloud, with- } 


out rendering any assistanee whatever to the objeets of their pre- 
tended sympathy. And the reason is obvious, or quite plain; viz., 
the plans or institutions themselves, have either been unsound and 
corrupt in their constitutioms, or else the persons or parties who 
have laid them down, or had to work them, have been either void 
of principle, sufficiently good, to keep the right end in view, or 
else they have started under false pretensions, which, when once 


discovered by those on whom they have had a design, has caused } 
them to turn round upon them, with indignant feelings, and to} 


oppose them, or te abaadon both them and the plans, ere the pro- 
posed object has been realized. 


Again, others have had very strong desires to effect some good } 
to society, and to become benefactors to mankind, and they have } 
devised plans, and started institutions, or commenced operations, | 
And they, too, | 


of a benevolent character, in some way or form. 
have done good to a limited extent, but not to that extent they at 
first calculated upon doing. And why has this been the case ? 
They have professed to act upon Christiam principles, and to be 
guided by the Scriptures; and so far, I have mo doubt, they have 
done well; but no sooner have they began to have reeourse to 
human expediencies, and to allow self-interest and worldly ealeu- 
lations to influence their movements, than they have beeome less 
useful to others, and more dissatisfied in their own minds. This has 
been the case with nearly all the different denominations or sec- 
tions of the Christian chureh at the present day: nay, but we say 


that it was this that first eclipsed its glory, and paralyzed its ener- | 
gies, and so prevented it from being what it was originally design- } 


ed to be—" The salt of the earth, and the light of the world!” In 
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the first Christian church, we had a most striking sample of what 
society should be, and must be, before the full design of heaven's 
munificence and love is accomplished amongst mankind,—a one- 
ness of fecling, a oneness of purpose, a oneness of interest and 
happiness, a holy leving eompact of brotherhood, in which all the 
unapproachable distinctions of rank and station, and of high and 
low, exalted and debased, are lost in the full glow of fervent love 
and mutual enjoyment. But, alas! how has mammon been wor- 
shipped instead of the true God, and pride, self-conceit, highmind- 
edness, and an ardent desire for worldly greatness, defaced the 
first impress of heavenly beauty and Christian charity! 

Notwithstanding the church has thus revolted from the first 
principles of disinterested love and purity, yet she has done much 
good, Imperfect as she may be, we are indebted to her vigorous 
exertions for nearly all that is amiable and lovely in the arrange- 
ments of soeiety, or valuable in the institutions which grace our 
country; all of which, however, is but an imperfect and a toy-like 
sample of the blessings she would have conferred on a lost and 
miserable world, had she retained that elevated position she once 
possessed, and continued to ray forth the light and truth of hea- 

ven on the darkness and absurdities by which mankind were enve- 
| toyed and enslaved, and to employ her wealth and influence in 
| regenerating and the remodelling of society. Then would she in 
reality be “the light of the world, and the salt of the earth.” 
Ignorance and sim, tyranny and oppression, and crime of every 
description would have fled before them like chaff before the wind, 
until all nations had yielded to the Redeemer, and rejoiced in the 
peace of his kingdom. 

That the religion of the New Testament is adequate to the re- 
moval of ALL EviL, whether personal, social, commercial, or po- 
litical, is a truth which none can question, who have investigated 
its nature and tendency with a free unprejudiced mind. At the 
same time we do admit that there is a wide or material difference 
} between nominal and practical religion. A man may be what is 
} called orthodox in his views, or correct in his opinions on some 
points, and yet not be religious in the full sense of the word; and 
so may it be with a community or church. They may be possessed 
with all the fundamental doctrines of Christianity, and still be 
irreligious in general practice. 

To be religious, or to be a disciple of Christ, a man, or any 
number of men, must love God above all things. Love to God 
} must be the prevailing, ruling principle in the mind, influencing 
| all our outward conduct ; and love to man must lead us to do all 
we can to make him wise, good, and happy. In a word, religion 
was designed by its great founder, not only to inspire us with hope 
| for the future, but to eradicate from society all those evils which 
| destroy our peace and happiness in this world; and that man, or 
society of men, who are endeavouring to live and act for these two 
great purposes, are ceming the nearest to the right point. 

With respect to the Association for the bringing into operation 
Se.r-supPortinG Insetrutions, I have only this to say at pre- 
sent, that I believe it quite requisite for Christians to take up the 
matter, and to begin operations, so soon as they can decide upon 
what may be truly Christian principles, or what rules and objects 

will be most in accordance with the : recepts and requirements of 
{the New Testament. Some will call principles and maxims, 
} Christian principles and maxims which, when brought to the light, 
turn out to be quite the opposite, and as full of self as they can 
well be; so that we ought to be very guarded as to what we receive 
or reeommend to others as being CAristian, least we do more harm 
than good, by deceiving others, or betmg deceived ourselves. 

I have not as yet seen any general rules laid down for the go 
vernment of the proposed Association, which are sufficiently clear. 
Indeed, what I have seen are more like suggestions or proposi- 
tions, than that of law or rule. If you can furnish me with any- 
thing of the kind, I should feel obliged, as I should then be better 
able to form an opinion on the system now pending. But as to 
what assistance I can render, I am not prepared to say at present. 
I am wishful to do all the good I can while in this world; but I 
think it will be necessary for me to rest, at least for some time, 
when I have given my views on the Emigration scheme, except 
} necessity and duty should press me beyond that limit. 

{ In conclusion, I would observe, that all laws or rules for the 
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management of such like socicties should be plain and easy to be 
understood, so that Christians may decide and act on the authority 
of Christ, independent of lawyers, barristers, consellors, and 
judges, who are not of his kingdom. 

I am, yours very respectfully, 


AARON WEDG WOOD, 





SLAVERY. 
To the Editor of the Potters’ Examiner, & Workman's Advocate. 


Sir,—I again resume the subject of Slavery, hopeing that you 
will give the same publicity to the world, through the medium of 
the Examiner. Having given you what I conceive to be a just 
definition of slavery in a former number, I may be asked to give 
my opinion of the Potters, and likewise of the manufacturers. 
With regard to the Potters, I set them down as a mass of slaves, 
who want emancipating from their bondage as well as thos? of 
Africa, Cuba, or Columbia. I might draw a line of similarity be- 
tween the black and white slaves, but I conceive, there is no 
necessity for this in order to show that slavery exists in the 
Potteries, or to give us a criterion to judge of slavery. I have 
only just to advert to the way and maaner they occupy the 24 
hours, which compose day and night. Out of these 24 hours, I 
may say, without any desire to exaggerate, that 13 hours they are 
employed at the bench, or the factory; and if we take into consi- 
deration the number of hours requisite for sleep, which would, I 
think, be about seven hours, we have then, in total, 20 hours out 
of the 24 spent, by the Potters, to supply his bodily wants, and 
only four hours remain in which to cultivate his own mind and 
the minds of his family, to converse with his beloved partner, to 
enlighten mankind, to attend to the duties he owes to God, and to 
attend his meetings of a religious kind, his clubs, lectures, on 
science and literature, and many other things which we have not 
mentioned! Again, if we look at what part of the day he is 
favoured with these four hours, our astonishment will be greater. 
Suppose a man to go to work at seven o’Clock in the morning, 
and to leave off at eight o’Clock at night, and to return to rest at 
ten at night, two of the four hours then are in the evening, when 
the opportunity of doing good to his fellow-men is gone, and one 
of those two hours is occupied in returning home, and getting his 
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refreshment &c. thus leaving but three hours. At this hour of 
the night too, the greater part of his family have retired to rest, 
which prevents him from seeing them, and consequently, they are 
not instructed. In the morning, he rises at five o’Clock, and con- 
tinues his study, on something else; scarcely as he entered his } 
subject fairly, than the clock strikes six, he immediately closes his | 
book, gets a little refreshment, repairs off to his labour, and as } 
soon as he reaches the manufactory the clock strikes seven; thus } 
the three hours are reduced to two; one of these is from nine to 
ten at night, and the other hour five to six in the morning! This 
is the freedom, boasted of by England. If this be liberty, I ask, 
in the name of wonder, what is slavery? Is anything else wanting 
to shew that the Potters are slaves. If they are not slaves, I do 
not know who are. I have not taken into consideration the 
weariness and exhaustion which the individual experiences at the 
close of his labour, at night, which unfits him for any of his 
family duties. And if this were not the case, is man to be con- 
tinually employed in body and mind? Is he never to have rest 
from his daily labour ?—no time for recreation, allowed him? 
No time to engage in some innocent amusement, which give health 
and activity to body and mind? Is man to be treated as a worm, 
under our feet? Is he to be looked upon as a troublesome insect. 
Is he to be used as injurious vermin?—as the offscouring of all 
things? Is he to be looked upon*as a robber,—a rebel—as a 
prisoner, guilty of some crime, as an invader of his country’s 
rights? Is he to be treated like a stone destitute of all feeling ? 
I am afraid, that this is the character the poor, labouring class 
Sustain in the eyes of the manufacturers. If this be true, we ask 
from whence arises this? From what cause does a man 


; 





claim a right to enslave his fellow-man? Does he see anything in 
his fellow-man inferior to himself? Does he claim a right to} 


enslave him from any Law of God? Can he substantia‘e his 
claims from any law of nature? Has he any command of God, 
from which he can assert his claim? Has he the approval of his 
own conscience for viewing his fellow-creatures in such a light? 
None, whatever! Oh' how I long to eradicate such notions from 
the minds of men! I lung to emancipate the working classes. 
I trust to shake the system of slavery to its very centre, I desire 
to grapple with this mighty-monster, I wish to up-root every 
vestige of it. Iam anxious to hurle it down from its present 
eminence, unto the region of oblivion. I yearn to liberate the 
labouring conununity from under that yoke which binds them, that 
they may go unshackled and be free! Man was not born to have 
a boundless mind limited to a peice of clay, or an earthen vessel. 
Man was created for a nobler purpose than to have his body pened 
up in a manufactory the greatest part of his life. Has not the 
working man an individual right as well as the manufacturer ? 
Why is the labouring machanic a subject of toil and fatigue 
through his whole life, and his fellow-mortal a subject of ease and 
pleasure? Jlow unjust is that system, which violates the rights 
of men, and dooms the majority of mankind to misery and 
wretchedness, while it upholds a few in comfort and prosperity !— 

Before discussing the second question, proposed, I shall address r 
few lines to my fellow-operatives.—Fellow-operatives, 1 have no 
doubt you look upon yourselves as being in the position of slaves, 
insomuch as you have to labour from morning to night, from bed 
to work, and from work to bed, continually. You think the morn- 
ing and evening walks, the sweet and healthy breeze of Heaven, 
the rich and fruitful orchard, the varigated muscum, the privilege 
of self improvement are not for you. This wide world which is 
decorated with innumerably pleasing objects, the salubrious per- 
fumes, the melodious and musical voices of the feathered tribe, 
greeting you with joy and gladness, are denied you, You feel 
your lot tobe a hard one. You wish you had never been born ; 
you feel to be denied such opportunities is like cutting you to the 
very heart. You cry out in the anguish of your soul, and ask, 
“was I created to hold such a position—was I created to be put 
in the hands of a fellow mortal, to be used ashe thinks proper,— 
was I created to have such privileges wrenched from me by another 
fellow-creature.” I tell youno! You have as great a right te 
innocent amusement, you have as great a right to be happy and 
comfortable, you have as much claim to the common necessaries of 
life, you have as equal a right to the means for self-improvement 
as the richest nabob in the land! We have an inalicnable right to 
those exercises which give health to body and mind. Our indivi 

vidual right is not transferable, and any man, or number of men, 
who would wish to deprive us of that right, violates the laws of 
God, and should be looked upon as an enemy to mankind. Fellow- 
operatives you see your position ; are you anxious to be free? If 


} so, labour by moral and christian: means, cease from those habits 


and indulgencies which at present degrade you. Act as men; 
live righteously ;—let honesty and faithfulness to your principles 
pervade your lives! Do not act as traitors one to another. Let 
justice to master and man be your motto. While you are labour- 
ing for your own emancipation ; do not have recourse to unlawful 
means, no outbreak no seditious language ; speak not disrespectful 
of your employers ; let your efforts be accompanied with calmness, 
kindness, and courage. Do nothing hastily; judge deliberately 
and seriously, on the steps you should like to take. Any institu- 
tion or society which you may form for the attainment of your 
object, build the same upon the sure and efficient laws of christianity. 
Put nothing in operation which is contrary to this. Move not on- 
ward by any motive but what is pure and christian. Let your 
lives be governed by the influence of christianity. If you put in 
practice this advice you will succeed. Take this advice and a 
happy revolution will take place in your minds, and a mighty 
change will be seen and felt in the world. Lay hold of christiani- 
ty !—grasp the weapon of religion !—weild it faithfully !—follow 
its teachings, and the victory is yours! 
I remain yours, ALPHA 








Make labour searce, and you make it valuable :—make labour 
valuable, and you place the working man in that position in society, 
in which he is recognized as A Max. 
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A PEEP INTO SOCIETY; 
Or, an Inquiry into the Real Causes of the increasing Difficulties, 
and consequent Distress, of the Working Classes. 


(Concluded from our last.) 

Under this impression, I think it futile to entertain any sanguine 
hopes of progressive improvement or real amelioration in the con- 
dition of the distressed working classes of tlic country, from the 
present or any other reformed Parliament, so long as such a re- 
form must remain confined, in many respects, to a mere change of 
legislators, instead of bringing with it legally more radical changes 
in our commercial restrictions, in our financial basis, in our fiscal 
system, and, above all, in our agricultural repartition,* 

Whether | have fixed the era of evil in the system of competiton 
too early or too late, it matters little to this inquiry ; thethest im- 
portant point to consider well is the fact that, of all differences 
nuw admitted to exist between the position or disposition of the 
labouring classes in past and present times, none require more 
serious consideration than the difference between the actual num- 
ber of labourers, and the quantum of productive labour to be per- 
formed, in the one and the other periods, 

In former ages, when a much thinner population were attached 
io the same surfaee of square miles, there must have been, generally 
speaking, far more labour to be done, than labourers at once able 
and willing, could be obtained to perform it; thus we read that, in 
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, severe laws were enacted, 
and cruel regulations enforced, to induce habits of industry among 
the lower orders; and certainly there could then be no injustice 
in compelling the ablebodied vagabond to work, whose habits of 
idleness and plunder were dangerous to the peace of the commu- 
nity; whereas, in our time, there are, comparatively speaking, no 
idle vagabonds, no organized bands of plunderers no unwillingness 
to work manifested by the lower orders. ‘The great and awful 
difficulty of the present time is, on the contrary, where and how 
to find out new sourees of productive labour for the working 
people, who cannot in justice be blameable if they apply for relief 
when they can find no employment at all. 

This characteristic difference in the latter years, from any for- 
mer era, as regards the individual benefit to be derived from in- 
dustry and labour, appears to me far more serious, in a civil and 





political point of view, than it is allowed to be the case by those } 
who, little disposed, or afraid, to inquire too deeply into any sub- } 
ject, seem confident that better times may come without a total | 


change of our social system, and who repeat inconsiderately that 


it has always been more or less as it ismthat there is nothing | 


‘larming to any interests in the present state of society—and that 
there is no doubt of things adjusting themselves. Singular apathy! 


ng transition from old to new social elements, and the importance 





* Inthe Quarterly Review for July, 1831, it has been stated 
hat “the following practical questions could not be resisted, if 
ever the Reform Bill should pass into law :"’— 


1. Corn laws, | 10. Army and navy, 

”. Tithes, 11. Primogeniture, 

3. Church establishment, | 12. Division of property, { 
i, Every branch of taxation 13. Act of Union (Ireland, 

5, Cash payments, 14. Election by ballot, 


~f7 


16, Hereditary peerage, 
17, Hereditary monarch. 


Public credit, 

8, Slave question, 

Ww. & E. Ind, colonies, 
Did the Quarterly mean to insinuate, by such a declaration, that 
each and all of the above, being actually the result of a’ corrupt 
system of representation, they must each and all be given up and 
altered, if corruption could ever be removed? or did the Quarterly 
intend merely to frighten all those who felt inclined to vote-for the 


} 
| 
6. Equitable adjustment, 15. Universal suffrage, 
| 
| 
} 
| 


Reform Bill? Be that as it may, it is my decided opinion that the } 


most radical changes in each and all of the above “ practical } 
questions,”’ could not ameliorate the alterations which have gra- 
dually been made by the new source of wealth, in the relative po } 
ition of capital to manual labour, to which I attribute the in- { 
cxeased distress of the working classes 
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} 
‘ }as to the rapidity and cheapness of products; from the funding 
For my part, I sincerely believe that we are in a state of impend- } 











’ EXAMINER. 


I attach to it proceeds from the great difficulty I have of admitting 
that landed property, as acquired and settled before and at the 
time of the reformation, when our population was only between 
five and six millions (with more labour to be done, than labourers 
could be found to perform), can long remain as it is undisturbed by 
the legislature, when the population has increased to seventeen 
millions, with an excess of able-bodied and willing labourers, over 
and above any quantum of productive labour to employ them pro- 
fitably to themselves. Now, these important changes appear to 
me so intimately connected with the present subject of inquiry, 
that I do not fear to incur the reproach of repetition in endeavour- 
ing to show further their inevitable consequences. 

Three hundred years have now elapsed since a great reformation 
among the religious order had a powerful influence upon the faith 
and opinions of society, and also particularly upon landed proper 
ty; and I beg leave to ask, whether another sort of reformation 
has not already begun among the industrious orders of society, 
whose importance as producers of wealth must, in time, I believe, 
bring about some social system better adapted than the present to 
their comforts and happiness, although, it is to be hoped, without 
disturbing those of the other classes ? 

Men and things went on formerly hand in hand, under a social 
econojny well adapted to more natural, or less artificial circum- 
stances ; but no sooner was the capitalist enticed to look for luera- 
tive returns elsewhere than in the direct encouragement of indus- 
try ;—no sooner did he see his wealth rapidly increase, in full 
security, by different means than those requiring the skill and 
labour of others ;—than did the nymber of unemployed artisans 
and labourers begin to be heard of, as annually becoming paupers, 
and numerous charitable institutions, friendly societies, and parish 
rates begin to be established for their relief, also annually increas- 
ing. Yet manual labour continued for q period to be much 
wanted ; the evils of competition came on byt gradually, and we 
still hear, now and then, of bad times and good times for the 
labourer, according to the less or greater demand of the dealer and 
consumers ; but legislation always too slow, should not wait for 
the agony of mind which must result from conflicting old notions 
and new wants. ‘‘ Nature is too powerful to be long resisted.” 
Had a more sagacious legislature, foreseen the effects of all the 
changes brought about by time, we should never have heard of 
revolutions among mankind; and the most painful reflection the 
mind can dwell upon is, the difficulty and tardiness with which the 
best governments seem to derive any real advantage from the ex- 
perience of the past. 

I do not deny all the great and good results nations have derived 
in modern times from the new element of wealth from machinery, 


system or to the improvement in finances; I only contend, that 
something of great magnitude remains to be accomplished, before 
national happiness and security can accompany our national 
wealth and prosperity. So long as one square acre of arable land 
is allowed to remain unproductive, and one single labourer main 
tained in idleness, the fault lies in the system. 

I do not deny that, with the new sources of wealth, manufac- 


} tures, trade, and commerce, have gradually assumed in Europe a 


more imposing attitude; it is true, that riches increasing more and 
more rapidly, they have given to the middle classes of society that 
degree of consistency which has exercised a beneficial influence, 
unknown to former ages ; but allow me to ask, is it not equally 
true, at the same time, that all governments, as if to provoke the 
envy of each other, have considerably increased their establish- 
ment, and consequently their expenditure, without any fear or 
hesitation in departure, as they haye done, from the real principle 
of NATIONAL UTILITY, 

Taxation, which formerly pressed more directly upon the rich 
alone, began to be levied upon trade, or afterwards indirectly 
upon all products, and finally upon almost every description of 
food. Such appear to me to be the facts, which, accompanying 
our national prosperity, have prevented adequate remuneration for 
labour, and still prevent the labourers among the productive classes 
from rising in the scale of improvement, amelioration, and com- 
forts, in any thing like due proportion to the extraordinary advance 


/ made in comfort and luxuries by the higher class of the same com 
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munity. I do not even deny the facts which prove the increasing 
intelligence and improving condition of most of the people for the 
last thirty years; but the more they improve in intelligence, the 
more comparisons will be made, and the present question is, whe- 
ther the disparity between the working classes and those above 
them is not now far greater than ever has been the case at any 
former period in this or any other country ? 

Taking, therefore, an enlarged view of the subject, and going | 
further back, it cannot easily be denied, I believe, that in propor- ; 
tion as the middle classes of society have benefited largely by the j 
abolition of the feudal system (so far as it has been abolished), the | 
working classes and the poor“have nearly lost all security for their { 
free maintenance even so far, in too many instances, as to have to 
regret the privilege (still retained by cattle) of being reglarly well- 
sheltered by their masters. 

Do not talk to me of over-population, so often alluded to by the 
short-sighted, by the indifferent, and by the selfish, for I am one } 
of those who believe that mankind is but emerging from infancy, 
and that Europe, nay even the world, will maintain in future ages, 
(under a very different and more equitable system of laws and re- ; 
gulations,) ten times, nay, a hundred times, more human beings | 
in good circumstances and happy, than it now does of depressed } 
families in bad or indifferent circumstances ; neither talk to me of | 
that other evasion and excuse of a vacilating, temporising legisla- 
tion, miscalled over-production ; for I believe also that in a well- 
regulated community nothing should be called overplus, so long as 
a single individual of our species could actually be in want of any { 
one of the necessaries of a comfortable existence. 

The present population, and the present products of Great Bri- 
tain, must, in the natural course of improvement and civilisation, 
continue to increase more and more rapidly every year; therefore, ; 
to think of explaining political and civil difficulties on such grounds, | 
would be departing from sound legislation; worse than that, it 
would be to stigmatise all improvements in the arts and sciences, } 
and a futile accusation against the irresistible laws of nature. No, 
Sir, the diverging causes from comparative case and happiness of 
the greater number, while the partial civilisation, comforts, and 
luxuries of the lesser number are so easily increased, will be found, 
upon reflection, to be the natural consequences of our ancient 
Jaws and regulations respecting the distribytion of profits and the 
rights of property, which are the result of all kinds of skill, in- 
dustry, and labour, being suffered to remain as they stood when 
the relative positions of capital to labour were totally different from 
what time has gradually brought them to be. 

So far I have endeavoured to explain my opinion on the present 
state of things. My object has been to show that society, as a 
whole, with all its new elements of increasing riches and products, 
is now so disjointed in its organisation, that our national wealth 
and prosperity may continue for ages to increase under the present 
system of desperate competition, without the most remote possi- 
bility of such symptoms of prosperity as are taken from our public 
credit, or from the annual increase of our imports and exports, at 
any time affording any hopes of a corresponding increase of com- 
fut to the working classes. 

In fine, the great and long-continued game of competition in 
producing cheap, in order to sell cheaper than others, has deci- 
dedly been won by machinery against the working man, and the 
other great game of competition for capital between industry and 
modern finances, has most decidedly been won also against the 
working man by our borrowing and funding system, which affords 
a paramount security, supported by the executive power, 

What then remains to be done by all the active, intelligent, and 
well-disposed of the working classes, who, having lost those great 
and long-contested social games, find no longer any lucrative em- 
ployment? Precisely What they are now doing; their only or 
safest refuge is in the formation of associations on the plan of 
exchange labour, under a new social system, where the accumula- 
tion of wealth will be for the general good and happiness of all its | 
members; and, if I am not mistaken in my views of the link- | 
breaking tendency of the system of the old society, those among } 
the well-disposed who have begun already the new sotial system, } 
must shortly see their members rapidly increase. 

As for the idle or evil-disposed, if any, 1 would rather advise 











them to continue members of the old society, where, by some 
strange oversight, a premium in solid food appears to be given to 
moral degradation and crime, in the following scale; such at least 
as I find it in the very striking document, said to have been drawn 
up by Mr Chadwick.* 
Scale of average weekly allowance in solid food:— oz. 
To agricultural labourers ............++.+-+. 122 


To able-bodied paupers..............6.05005- 161 
WO Oa bn he Ghsv ahs ts 4065 es cnvcccee MOO 
‘lo the suspected thief (Lancaster).......... 181 
To ditto ditto (Winchester).......... 203 
po ree 239 
To the transported thief ......... cocseee OOM 


Must it be credited that, in many of our gaols, criminals have 
a greater allowance of food than that given to paupers, and that 
paupers in their turn are often better fed than independent la- 
bourers. If so, these melancholy facts may also tend to explain 
why moral degradation has annually increased, notwithstanding 
the increase of our national wealth and prosperity, and of our tov 
partial civilization, 

To conclude this short and very imperfect inquiry, I believe I 
may assert that our national prosperity will never be followed by 
national happiness, internal peace, and security, so long as those 
who derive exclusive advantages from our wealth, public credit, 
and machinery continue, regardless of the consequences of a legis- 
lative cecity, which has too long left unnoticed the real causes of 
the manifold symptoms of increasing distress, want, and suffering. 

June, 1844. V.¢c. L, 

PROGRESS OF TRADE REFORM, 

On Wednesday evening, the 19th instant, a spirited 
and crowded meeting of all branches of operative putters, 
was holden at the Sneyd’s Arms, Tunstall, to receive a 
deputation from the Central Committee of the United 
Branches of Operative Potters, appointed to explain the 
objecis, laws, and regulations of the Potters’ Emigration 
Society. An intelligent and honest operative of the 
Tunstall district occupied the chair, and the whole of 
the proceedings went off in a highly peaceable and or- 
derly manner. At the close of the proceedings, a reso- 
lution was passed, that each branch in the Tunstall dis- 
trict appuint an individual to sit on a committee, which 
was to meet on Monday evening last, at the Sneyd’s 
Arms, for the purpose of enrolling names and receiving 
subscriptions for the Emigration Society. Votes of 
thanks were then given to the chairman and delegates, 
and the meeting peaceably separated. 

THE EMIGRATION SOCIETY. 

At the committee meeting of this society, on Monday 
evening last, a number of new names were enrolled, and 
subscriptions received. Every thing appertaining to the 
society is going on prosperously. Letters were read for 
Mr. John Tyler, President of the United States; for 
Mr. George Flower, founder of New Albion; for the 
President of the Congress of the State of Illinois; and 
for the Land-Agent of the same State. These letters 
were adopted by the committee ; and it is fully expected 


that answers to them will be received in the course of six 
or seven weeks. 


* See Companion to the Newspaper, for July, page 110 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Received, J.C. and “ A Union Man,” Shelton. 
The communication of the Stoke Lodge of Printers will be laid | 
before the Examiner Committee, for their consideration next week. 
We thank * A Lover of I reedom” Sor his valuable extracts ; they 
shall have insertion at our earliest convenience. 


Declined M. B. 
DEBT COMMITTEE. 


Printer’ ...... cescece Fes eon 6 0 0 





Hollow-ware P ressers Br anch er Se 
Flat-Pressers Branch ......06..-5 10 0 06 
Burslem Lodge of Slip Makers .... 910 0 
China Potters Branch ........ : 015 0 
Branch of Oven-Men ..... ae Ln 6 6 0 
Gifts by Thomas Salt Longton ceca 0 2 4 
_ oe ° tee céee 
Remitted to Sheffield .. inate ‘ __26 0 0 
Balance in hand ........ sacevens 018 Oo 
f THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, 
: And Workman's Advocate. June 29ru, 1844. 


another spirited meeting which took place at Tunstall, 


are calculated to be of great service to our cause, and if 
entered into with spirit, are certain of producing very 
beneficial results. The subjects discussed at them are 
of the highest importance to the working classes, and the 


Jead of the trades of this empire, and, ere long, will set 
an example worthy to be followed by all! 


EMIGRATION.—Letter No. XIX. 
Morgan County, February 14, 1831. 

Dew Brothers and Sisters.—This comes with our love to you, 
hoping to find you in good health, as it leaves us at present. We 
have reason to bless God, the Almighty giver of all goodness, that 
he ever brought us to this place. We had a favourable passage ; 
but being late in the season, and the rivers low, we did not arrive 
here until the 24th of July. We have settled four miles west of } 
Jacksonville, the country seat, This town was set out in 1826, 
ind now contains seven hundred inhabitants; there have been 
vuly five deaths since that time. The summers are a little warmer, 
and the winters a little colder thanin England. This is a very fine 
country; the prairies have a fine clear soil, from two or three feet 
t deep, which has been under cultivation in some parts from twenty 
to thirty years, and wants no tillage ; they are bounded by small 
groves and bodies of timber as nature has formed them, shewing 
the likeness of a gentleman’s park. There is plenty of game here, 


other fowls ; and all are free to huntthem. Land is 5s. 73d. per 
acre; we have bought five hundred and ten acres of land—one 
hundred and ninety of timber, and three hundred and twenty of 
" prairie, all clear land; we have thirty acres under cultivation, 
thirteen acres of wheat, and two and half of rye sown. There is 
no tithe nor tax on land till it has been bought five years, and then 
but ld. per acre; there is a small tax on cattle and farming uten- 
sils, but no other things. Our tax is 3s.6d. Wecan make our 
own soap or candles, and grow tobacco or anything else without 
duty ; we have no exciseman, nor any other inspecting officer. 
4% Our stock eonsists of four yoke of oxen, four two-year old steers, 
three milk cows, three calves, one year-old filly, and ten strong 
ms 


J would rather be in Morgan County with one shirt, than in 








We kave again to call the attention of our readers to | 


last week, on the Emigration question. ‘These meetings | 


deer, rabbits, turkies, and partridges; hens, ducks, geese, and | 


} 
§ 


‘ 
‘ 
; 





{ England with £500 in my pocket. Cattle are rather dearer this 
year. A good cow and calf £2 10s.; a good yoke of oxen from 
£¢ to ri ; a good horse £10; sheep 6s. each ; sow and pigs 9s 

; wheat 5s. per load; rye 4s. 6d. ; oats 3s. 6d. ; meat one penny per 
| pound ; gi corn from 6d. to 8d. per bushel, and one bushel 


| will plant ten acres and reap from fifty to sixty bushels per acre ; 


one bushel of wheat will sow one acre and reap from thirty ty 


| thirty-five bushels. All we grow is our own, we have no tax nor 
| poor-rates, but what is before mentioned. I never see any beggars 


Received 22322 £s. al here almost every man owas a piece of ground, more or less. The 


soil is rich, we cam grow water melgms, cucumbers, musk muvlons, 
and pumpkins on the natural soil, they are good for cattle, horses, 


j and hogs; also they are a fine vegetable for meat. We have 


‘ 


‘ 
j 


large peach orchards, they bear ia three years from the sced; we 
have very good apples; no plums, cherries, pears, gooscberries, 


| black currants, but what are wild. We should be glad if you can 


{ 


i} send us some plum seeds, pears, cherries, black currant berries, 
2618 0} } good onion seed. strawberries, and good grafts. We understand 


the best way to send them is to put them in a cask and put some 
moist earth in with them, and wrap the grafts with linen rags, 
and they will keep eighteen months if the cask be air tight We 
shall be glad of a red clover seed if you will send it. Send us six 
good rough top coats, six dark coloured waistcoats, two hare shag 
ditto, two hoppers, one wheat riddle, and one oat wire riddle, by 
W- IL, of Sykehouse, or Mr. Gelders, Moorends, if they have not 
set off, or by any other persons that are coming, and let them pay 
for them and we will pay them when they arrive here. We under- 
stand two young men, named Maskel, from Armin, have brought 
evil reports of oar coun'ry; if they had staid three or four months, 
instead of three or four weeks, they would have been well satisfied 
with our country and customs. The houses in general are poor, 


| but they are building good brick and frame houses. This country 
j has only been settied ten or eleven years. A man may make 
| more money here in three months, considering the advantages in 


manner in which those subjects are treated does honour | 
to the understandings of the parties appointed to take | 
part in the same. The potters, in short, are taking the | 


wages and provisions, that he can in England in twelve months, 
My brother William cleared 110 dollars in eight months, beside 
meat, washing, making, mending, and lodgings. If a man joins 
with a farmer to raise a crop, he does half the work and the former 


) the other half; he reaps one bushel and the farmer two. If a man 


; 


| 


rents lands, finds cattle, seed, and labour, he reaps, two bushels 
and the farmer one. It is easy to get cash for all kinds of articles 


| William Hall and William Kilham have bought eighty acres of 
| land, and are building a house, and will live together there. Their 
stock consists of two yoke of oxen, a cow and calf, four strong 





pigs, and a waggon William Hall and his family were all well, 
their land joins to ours. 8S. Kilham stopped at Wheeling, in 
New Virginia, to make bricks. It is easy for a man to raise stock; 
cut as much hay as he pleasex, and cost him nothing but his 
labour; every man as a stray alike, there are no common rights 
here ; there is so much grass they burn it off every year. Sowing 
is generally our employment, at a doljar and a halt per acre ; if we 
go to a day’s work we have a dollar each per day, and meat. Its 
easy for a man to gain property here; money is let out to interest 
at from 122 to 25 percent, There are about two handred English 
settled here. 

If any of our friends or relations should come, we advise them 
to set off no later than March, on account of the waters being s¢ 
low in summer, which makes it bad to get down the rivers, and the 
warm weather makes it uncomforable travelling. If in spring, 
come by way of New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore: if you 
get there in the spring stop till about the Ist of September, and 
come by New Orleans ; it is sickly in summer, but not in thie fall; 
then you come in the steam packet one thousand miles in ten days. 
We understand there is a Mr. Barker, of Pontefract, coming in 
September, by Orleans ; please to send us a few potatoes, ash tops, 
early rounds, apple potatoes, and different sorts, six or eight of « 
sort; three pounds of thread and sewing cotton. All kinds of 
tradesmen are wanted, tinners, wire-workers, brick-makers ; tailors 
have £2 for making a suit of clothes; brick-makers 6s. 9d. per 
thousand for laying bricks ; blacksmiths a dollar and a half for 
shoeing a horse, iron costs 5d. per pound, and 6$d. for labour; 
basket makers, riddle- makers, millwrights, and stonemasons 4 
all wanted, for as soon as these that come can buy land they tui 
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farmers. We will be glad if you can send us a receipt to make 
fire-bricks. John Leach has bought one hundred and sixty acres 
of land, half a mile from us; Adam Allison lives three miles off ; 
Thomas Swails five miles ; James Holiday, John Lembrough, and 
John Lazenby two miles; and a many more English in sight. 
‘There is good provision for widows and fatherless children by the 
county. 

P. S. The reason I did not write sooner, I wanted to know the 
customs, soil and climate. I think it is the finest country in the 
world, I am well satisfied with Illinois; every state makes its own 
laws. If you come, put we reots in the dark apricot 
seeds. HN AND Evizapetn KILHAM. 





TO THE UNITED BRANCH OF OVENMEN. 

FRIENDS AND FetLow-WorkMeEN,—You will perceive, by the 
Porrers’ Examiner of June 15th, that your Central Committee 
have responded to your generally expressed wish, im rendering to 
our worthy friend and brother Enoch Bradshaw, some little pecu- 
niary assistance, to enable him to exchange this land of persecu- 
tion and mental thraldom, for one of liberty; where he may speak, 
or write, an honestly conceived opinion, without fear of being 
proscribed, or marked by his fellow-men as a dangerous member 
of society. 

You will likewise learn, from the same EXAMINER, that your 
sympathy and assistance to our worthy brother have produced that 
effect upon him, as an act of kindness will ever produce upon a 
rightly constituted mind ; viz., unbounded gratitude ' 

Your Committee feel assured that you will feel individually as 
they do, an inward, indescribable satisfaction, (known only to good 
men, and to them only, after performance of a good action, or the 
discharge of a sacred duty,) in having assisted a brother in the 
time of need,—in contributing your mite towards frustrating the 
machinations of those who wished to throw him upon our funds; 
in fact, to assist a fellow-creature to earn a livelihood by honest 
industry, in a foreign land, which was denied to him in his father- 
land. Yes, friends, there is a satisfaction, a pleasure flowing from 
the performance of virtuous actions like these, to which the cool, 
calculating, sordid defaulter or anti-unionist is a stranger. 

Your Committee would further state, that whilst they intend to 
discountenance anything like drunkenness and insolence in their 
fellow-workmen towards their employers, at the same time if others 
of their brethren are discharged for no visible conclusive cause, 
any further than being connected with our Union, as they believe 
was the case with brother Bradshaw, they shall again call 
2pon you to unite your energies to assist us in sending such bro- 
ther or brothers after him, in full assurance that such call will not 
be made in vain! 

We remain yours, in the bonds of Union, 
THE CENTRAL BOARD OF OVENMEN. 





OUR LOCAL GOVERNORS! 
STOKE. 

To the Editor of the Potters’ Examiner, and Workman's Advocate. 

Mr. Epitor,—Please, in your little useful publication, to 
oblige a constant reader, by hoisting on the topmost pillar of pub- 
lic fame, or the lowest of public scorn, some of the acts and deeds 
ot the Stoke peace-and-property-protectors, dubbed Police Com- 
missioners, They practise every act of cruelty and oppression, 
under the borrowed mask of Law ; illegally enforcing their “ old 
Granny,” an act got, sereptitiously, in 1839, and contrary to the 
wishes of 2 majority of the mhabitants and ratepayers,—smuggled 
ma corner, hatched in malice, and carried, drarado-like, by all 
the united efforts of the Pottery aristocracy. This act was dishonour- 
ably obtained, by practising deception on the Committee of the 
House of Commons, who was given to understand that all small 
tenements—viz., £4 and under—should be exempt. Contrary to 
law, they are now included. These Commissioners alter the rate 
or tat pl e, although they confess that their “granny 
act” is useless, and have gotten chin deep in debt, and have hada 
peep at their folly! Yet they obstinately refuse to surrender up 
their little pigmy power, pride, and authority, wishing to retain 
the honour of being dubbed Police Commissioners, and of secing 
thcit names in print at the next Quarter Sessions. 
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These wiseacres, in the combined multitude of their wisdom, 
backed with logical chicanery, ordered their ‘ Jack of office” and 
his man Friday to “‘ Cry havoc! and let slip the dogs of war!"— 
carrying fire and sword, notice papers, summonses, warrants of 
distress, armed policemen, commissioners converted into bum- 
bailiffs, into the houses of the poor. Goods have been illegally 
seized, and carried off for sale; leather breeches at one house, a 
pony at another, and yesterday, a tea-kettle, some wearing apparel, 
and cooking apparatus, from a poor, hard-working potter 

Mr. Editor, what is all this for? We can neither get informa- 
tion nor explanation! What the money is wanted fer we know 
not! No statements of accounts are given! Lots of more dis- 
tresses, in the very face of an appeal entered, and intended to be 
prosecuted, at the next General Quarter Sessions. Now, these 
Great Commissioners have no pewer to appoint watchinen, con- 
stables, or policemen ;—yet they fancy they can levy rates, and 
collect as great an amount of money as when they first introduced 
the never to-be-forgotton first Brigade of Stoke police. Now, we 
pay enormously to these Battalion of Blues, wearing the county 
clothing. Is it then unfair to enquire what has become of the 
money? and 10W MUCH Has THE PUBLIC ACCOUNT EEEN OVER 
DRAWN ? and how much interest is charged on over-drawn accounts 
belonging to the Old Cockney Blues? Mr. Editor If you can 
supply a little information on this subject, to a poor, old Potter 
who has lost his Tea Kettle. 

You will oblige, AN Exemy to Meanness, Tyranny, 
AND ILLEGaLity. 
THE DEFAULTERS 
To the Editor of the Potters’ Examiner. 

S1z,—In looking over your paper of June the Ist, I 
find a letter referring to what the Committee are pleased 
to call “ Defaulters.” It appears that these men are 
very clever hands at making out black cases. 

In this article reference is made to a presser who works 
at Mr. Hughes’, aud whom they politely call a fellow and 
a traitor. 

Now, Sir, I think there wants some light on this 
black case, which I fee! disposed to give, for I perceive 
that it is directed to me. 

One statement therein made is, that this person ex- 
cuses himself on the ground that he thought the Union 
would do no good. 

Now, Sir, I made no such excuse to that committee, 
nor to any one; and so far as the committee are concern- 
ed, I may say, they know to the contrary. 

Another assertion made is, that this person agreed 
with the other men of his branch not to be engaged, 
unless there was an advance in price on a ceriain kind of 
work. This also 1s untrue. 

It then states that a deputation from the Union waited 
upon the master, and that then the master agreed to 
give it. This also I deny. 1 ask that deputation whether 
they ever waited upon the master for that purpose or not ? 
I say they did not; but it was entirely the men’s own 
work. It is true that there did come a deputation, but 
they plainly stated that their object was not to advance 
prices, but to do away with the system of allowance. 

The state of the case is as follows:—The men com- 
plained that the present price was too low, so the master 
choosed two of his own men, belonging to that branch, 
to settle it ; and one of those men had nothing to do with 
the Union, and I was one who drew up the list of the 
advanced price! But I must come to a close, for the 
present, hoping you will give this a place in the Exa- 
MINER. I remain yours, H. H. 


we 
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ON AN OLD, DECAYED OAK, NEAR THE POTTERIES. 


With thee, old tree, the wings of time 
Have slowly sped their way ; 

Thy form, that flourish’d in its prime, 
Hath sunk beneath decay. 

Time touch’d thee with his chilly hand, 

And piere’d thee with a mortal brand ;— 

The mightiest on earth must be 

The victims of mortality. 


Thy youth is past, and creeping age 
Hath stolen o’er thy frame ; 
And time hath blasted, in its rage, 
The bulwark of thy fame. 
Pride of the woods! thy days are o'er ; — 
Thy branches shall expand no more ;— 
No more the wild bird, pirch’d on thee, 
Shall carol forth its melody. 


Thou hast seen the tide of human years 
Passing unheeded by ; 
And thousands tread their short careers 
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Into eternity. 


The hand, that fix’d thee in the earth,— 
That rear’d thee from thy tender birth, 
Perhaps in some lone grave doth lie, 
Embosom’d in obscurity. 


Thou, and the tide of human things 

Alike must know their doom ;— 
O’ertaken by the foe that stings, 

Man drops into the tomb :— 
Grim ruin, like a god supreme, 
Awakes him from life’s slumbering dream, — 
Soul, leaves its tenement to fly 
To blissful immortality ! 


Shelton. T. Smith 





NOTICE TO EMIGRANTS, 


FITZHUGH, WALKER, AND Co., 12, GOREE PIAZZAS, 


LIVERPOOL, 


Despatch Fine First-class American Ships, 
Of large Tonnage, for the following Ports, viz : 


NEW YORK BOSTON, 
PHILADELPHIA and 

BALTIMORE, NEW ORLEANS, 
And which are intended to sail punctually on their appointed days, 
They are fitted up expressly for the comfort and convenience of 
Cabin, Second Cabin, and Steerage Passengers. Persons about to 
emigrate, may save themselves the expense and delay of waiting in 
Liverpool, by writing a letter addressed as above, which will be im- 
mediately answered, the lowest Price of Passage told them, and 
they will be enabled to go direct on board the Ship, immediately 
on their arrival in Liverpool, thus saving the Expense of Lodging, 
&c. And should F. W. and Co., detain any Ship after the appointed 
Time, Passengers will be paid for detention. 

Passengers will be found by the Ships with the full quantity of 
Biscuit, Flour, Oatmeal, Rice, and Potatoes, according to Act of 
Parliament, without extra charge. 

@® Every information will be given by applying as above, or to 
Mr. Tuomas Cowarp, King Street, Burslem. 


For New Yor, ‘‘ HUDSON,” to sail 2nd July. 





tn 
APPA PRADO 


SELECT SENTENCE. 


‘Who shall go about 

To cozen fortune, and be honourable 

Without the stamp of merit? Let none presume 

To wear an undeserved dignity. 

O that estates, degrees, and offices, 

Were not derived corruptly ; that clear honour 

Were purchased by the merit of the wearer! 

How many then should cover, that stand bare! 

How many be commanded, that command! 
Shakspeare 


FASHION! ELEGANCE!! & CHEAPNESS!!! 


GEORCE WICLEY, 

MARKET PLACE, BURSLEM, 
HAVING received a superb assortment of Fashionable HATS for 
the season, and which have been selected with a view to supply an 
excellent and heautiful article on reasonable terms, begs leave to¥all 
the attention of the public to the same 

Heads of Families are respectfully reminded, that his Juvenile 
assortment of Hats and Caps still remains unrivalled Sor Taste, 
Eleganee, and Economy, and is suited for all ages. Hat Cass, 
Travelling Caps, Carpet-bagqs, &c., now on sale at the lowest prices 


THE BEDFORD ARMS’ TAP 


Has now acquired a celebrity for the genuine qualities of the Ou 
Enoiisu Nut Brown AE; and G. W’. respectfully assures his 
numerous friends, that he shall continue to cherish a pride in supply- 
ing the pure article of Home-brewed Ale, together with Spirits, 
Cigars, Cyder, and Porter, Bottled and D aught, of the finest 
o— and secsmsnnd ! 











To the Independent Operatives of the Staffordshire 
Potteries ! 
IF YOU WANT TO BUY A CHEAP HAT, 
GO TO 


SALISBURY, AND Co. 
HAT DEPOTS. BURSLEM, OR CORNER OF 
TONTINE STREET, HANLEY, 

Vy HERE you will find Beaver and Silk Hats, French and 

Paris Hats, Beaver Bonnets, and Caps, in great variety. 

Observe they are ‘the sole Manufacturers of their own goods, 

and by their extensive Business, they are determined to sell st 
small profits, and quick returns ! 


CHARLES KEATES, 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 


PORK BUCHER AND BACON FACTOR, 


NEAR THE DISTRICT BANK, MARKET-STREET, HANLEY, 
BEGS most respectfully to inform the Inhabitants of HANLEY, 
SHELTON, and their Vicinities, that he has d the SHOP 
situated as above , formerly occup ied by him, with an EXCELLENT 
STOCK OF HOME-CURED BACON, which, for sweetnen 
and fine flavour, will be found of first-rate quality. 

C. K. also begs to inform his Friends and the Public generally, 
that it is his intention to keep on hand, every article connected with 
the trade, of the best description, which he will dispose of at — 
price, and hopes to merit that share of patronage and support which 
was formerly bestowed upon him. 

Home-made Pork Pies and Sausages, Lard, $e. &c. 











Printed for the Executive of ‘The United Branches of Operative 
Potters,” and Published by W. Evans, Brunswick Street, 
Shelton; Sold also by Brown, Longton; Dent, and Yates, 
Shelton; Manley, Burslem ; Bell, Stoke, &c. &c. 

Burslem, June 4th, 1844. 
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